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PROJECT IRIS EXTRACTS WATER FROM THE INNER WATERWAYS OF GHENT 
AND PURIFIES IT THROUGH UV LIGHT, LAYERED SUBSTRATES, AND 
CONSTRUCTED WETLANDS. THE MOBILE INSTALLATION IS PLACED ON 
VACANT URBAN LAND, WHERE IT TRANSFORMS OVERLOOKED SPACE INTO 
A TEMPORARY LANDSCAPE FOR REST, REFLECTION, AND ECOLOGICAL 
AWARENESS.

THE NAME, PROJECT IRIS, REFERS BOTH TO THE IRIS FLOWER, OFTEN 
FOUND IN WETLAND ENVIRONMENTS; AND TO THE HUMAN EYE, 
SUGGESTING PERCEPTION, CLARITY, AND AWARENESS. AS THE PROJECT 
FILTERS POLLUTED WATER AND REIMAGINES URBAN SPACE, IT INVITES 
NEW WAYS OF SEEING OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH NATURE IN THE CITY.

THE PROJECT ALSO ADDRESSES POLLUTED CANAL SLUDGE, EXPLORING 
HOW THIS TOXIC MATERIAL CAN BE TRANSFORMED INTO USABLE CLAY.

WITH ITS MODULAR AND MOMENTARY NATURE, PROJECT IRIS ADAPTS 
OVER TIME, OFFERING NEW ROLES AND MEANINGS IN EACH SETTING. IT 
ASKS HOW PEOPLE, NATURE, AND WATER CAN COEXIST IN THE CITY.

GHENT

51°02'59.9"N 
3°43'47.2"E

BRABANTDAM 72-74
600M²

SITE LOCATION ROAD WATER

MORE GREEN AND PHYSICAL 
CONNECTION TO WATER

CREATING COMMUNITY

TURNING NEGATIVE IMPACT 
OF THE SITE INTO A POSITIVE



× 370 Handmade Tiles

× 36 + 1 Gutters

× 36 Square Pipes 
(40×40mm)

× 12 UV Light Tubes 

Up to 3 
Standard 10ft Containers

±100 meters
120mm x 40mm Pipes
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TURF LAYER

SUBSTRATE

GEOTEXTILE

DRAINAGE LAYER

IMPERMEABLE LAYER
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SAND LAYER
WATER STORAGE CAPACITY CA. 20%

FILTER CLOTH
PP POLYMER
WATERPERMEABILITY 76 l/m²
BETWEEN SAND & GRAVEL
OVERLAP 10 cm

GRAVEL LAYER
DIAMETER 80 - 100mm

STEEL
S320, ZINK PLATED
THICKNESS 5mm

PERFORATED STEEL
DIAMETER 80 - 100mm
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